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D 1 0  EST: 

A bid o f f e r i n g  a 15-day b id  a c c e p t a n c e  
period r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  30-day minimum 
p e r i o d  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  was 
p r o p e r l y  rejected as  nonrespons ive .  

Br idgewa te r  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Corp. p r o t e s t s  t h e  rejec- 
t i o n  o f  i ts  l o w  b id  for  computer s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
(Project 83-114) as nonrespons ive  by t h e  V e t e r a n s  Admin- 
i s t r a t i o n .  The b id  was de te rmined  t o  be nonrespons ive  
because Bridgewater had p rov ided  f o r  a 15-day b id  accept- 
ance  p e r i o d  ra ther  t h a n  f o r  t h e  minimum 30-day period 
r e q u i r e d  by t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  Bridgewater con tends  t h a t  
t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  was c o n f u s i n g  w i t h  respect to  t h e  bid 
a c c e p t a n c e  period, a l t h o u g h  it i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  
of  1 5  days  as  t h e  acceptance period was t h e  resul t  of a 
t y p o g r a p h i c a l  error and shou ld  be waived as a minor i n f o r -  
m a l i t y .  Br idgewa te r  n o t e s  t h a t  award was made w i t h i n  
t h e  15-day p e r i o d  its b i d  was open for accep tance .  

W e  summarily deny t h i s  p r o t e s t .  

A s o l i c i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a b id  remain avai l -  
a b l e  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e  by t h e  government f o r  a p r e s c r i b e d  
p e r i o d  of t i m e  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  for  award is a material 
requi rement .  A f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  such  a r e q u i r e -  
ment r e n d e r s  a b id  nonrespons ive  and i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for award. T h i s  is t r u e  whe the r  or n o t  
award is made w i t h i n  t h e  s h o r t e r  a c c e p t a n c e  period. 
Ames C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Inc . ,  B-210578, Februa ry  14, 1983, 
83-1 CPD 156. To h o l d  otherwise would u n f a i r l y  p e r m i t  
t h e  b idder ,  a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t i m e  it set  f o r  
bid acceptance, t o  accept t h e  c o n t r a c t  or, i f  i n t e r v e n i n g  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  such  as u n a n t i c i p a t e d  costs  i n c r e a s e s  made 
a c c e p t a n c e  u n a t t r a c t i v e ,  to  r e f u s e  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, b idders  complying w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e d  a c c e p t a n c e  
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period are bound to  t h e  prices b i d  f o r  t h e  time s t a t e d  
for  a c c e p t a n c e  by t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  
Techno logy  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  B-210076, J a n u a r y  18, 1983, 83-1 
CPD 65. 

- S e e  S c i e n c e  and  

B r i d g e w a t e r ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  is 
c o n f u s i n g  is also w i t h o u t  merit. The s o l i c i t a t i o n ' s  
p r e p r i n t e d  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  s t a t e d  tha t :  

"The u n d e r s i g n e d  agrees t h a t ,  upon w r i t t e n  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h i s  bid . . . w i t h i n  
c a l e n d a r  d a y s  ( *  * c a l e n d a r  d a y s  u n l e s s  a 
d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d  be i n s e r t e d  by t h e  b i d d e r )  
a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  o p e n i n g  o f  b i d s ,  h e  w i l l  
w i t h i n  15 c a l e n d a r  d a y s  . . . a f t e r  receipt 
o f  t h e  prescr ibed forms, e x e c u t e  S t a n d a r d  
Form 23, C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o n t r a c t ,  and  g i v e  per- 
fo rmance  and  payment bonds .  . . ." 

B e l o w  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  t h e  VA added  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

" B i d s  o f f e r i n g  less t h a n  30 d a y s  for a c c e p t a n c e  
by t h e  gove rnmen t  . . . w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  
n o n r e s p o n s i v e  and  w i l l  b e  r e j e c t e d . "  

B r i d g e w a t e r  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t  was c o n f u s e d  by t h e  15 d a y s  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  p r e p r i n t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  
( a l t h o u g h  i t  asserts i t  is f a m i l i a r  w i t h  gove rnmen t  pro- 
c u r e m e n t  f o r m s ) .  W e  f i n d  no  merit t o  t h i s  a rgumen t  simply 
b e c a u s e  t h e  15 d a y s  p l a i n l y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  which  
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  b i d d e r  h a s  t o  s i g n  a c o n t r a c t  and d e l i v e r  
t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  and  payment bonds .  The b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
p e r i o d  is c l e a r l y  set  f o r t h .  

The protest  is summar i ly  d e n i e d .  
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